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SUBJECT: VISIT TO MASIRAH ISLAND 

SUMMARY. RAF STAGING BASE ON MASIRAH IS GRADUALLY WINDING DOWN, 
BUT WE ARE UNABLE GET BRIT OFFICIALS HERE TO ESTIMATE DATE FOR 
ITS FINAL DEMISE. DURING BRIEF RECENT VISIT, AMBASSADOR SAW 
SOMETHING OF OMAN GOVT'S DEVELOPMENT SPENDING ON ISLAND. 

WITH MASIRAH UTTERLY LACKING IN RESOURCES, HOWEVER, IT IS 
DIFFICULT TO SEE HOW OMANGOV CAN HOPE TO MAINTAIN EVEN PRESENT 
SMALL POPULATION ON MASIRAH ONCE RAF PULLS OUT. END SUMMARY. 

1. IN ONE-DAY VISIT TO MASIRAH ISLAND NOV. 10, AMBASSADOR 
CALLED ON LOCAL WALI (GOVERNOR), TOURED OMANGOV DEVELOPMENT 
PROJECTS INCLUDING HOSPITAL AND DESALTING/POWER PLANT, AND WAS 
SHOWN AROUND RAF BASE. MRS. WOLLE ACCOMPANIED. VISIT LEAVES 
US THINKING OMANGOV WILL FACE A MINOR PROBLEM WHENEVER BRITISH 
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LEAVE MASIRAH, FOR ISLAND'S SMALL LOCAL POPULATION OF LESS 
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THAN FOUR THOUSAND IS HEAVILY DEPENDENT ON RAF BASE FOR EMPLOY- 
MENT AND LIVELIHOOD, WITH LITTLE EXCEPT FISHING TO FALL BACK ON. 

2. MASIRAH HAS REPUTATION OF BEING UNKNOWN, ISOLATED, COM- 
PLETELY BARREN AND DEVOID OF RESOURCES INCLUDING WATER. ALL 
THIS IS TRUE. ONE GETS THERE VIA AN OMANI AIR FORCE TRANSPORT 
FLIGHT ONCE WEEKLY FROM MUSCAT AND RETURNS ON SAME FLIGHT 
FOUR HOURS LATER. NINETY-FIVE PERCENT OF MASIRAH'S OMANI 
POPULATION IS IN A COMMUNITY JUST WEST OF RAF BASE AT NORTHERN 
TIP OF ISLAND. THE SEVERAL HUNDRED PAKISTANI AND OTHER 
EXPATRIATE WORKERS AND TECHNICIANS EMPLOYED BY THE RAF AND THE 
ISLAND'S FEW OTHER EMPLOYERS ALSO LIVE IN THIS IMMEDIATE VIC- 
INITY LEAVING THE MAIN CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN PARTS OF ISLAND 
ALMOST DESERTED. 

3. THE WALL ABDULLAH BIN KHALFAN AL-SIYABI, IS A MAINLANDER 
WHO HAS SERVED TWO YEARS ON MASIRAH. AS HE IS JUST BACK FROM 
AN IN-SERVICE ADMINISTRATIVE TRAINING COURSE IN JORDAN, 

AL-SIYABI IS EXPECTED BY ISLANDERS TO GRADUATE TO A NEW POST 
ING SOON. HIS DEPUTY ESCORTED AMBASSADOR TO ISLAND'S DEVELOP- 
MENT PROJECTS. THE LEBANESE FIRM MOTHERCAT EXPECTS TO COMPLETE 
BOTH A HOSPITAL WITH ASSOCIATED STAFF LIVING QUARTERS, AND A 
POWER/DESALTING PLANT, BY LATE SPRING. BOTH ARE INTENDED TO 
IMPROVE CONDITIONS OF LIFE AND KEEP THE CURRENT POULATION ON 
THE ISLAND AFTER BRITISH DEPART. THERE WAS ALSO A BRIEF TOUR 

OF MASIRAH PUBLIC SCHOOL. WHICH STAFFED ENTIRELY BY EGYPTIANS. 
SCHOOL OFFERS OVER 300 BOYS AND NEARLY 150 GIRLS SEVEN YEARS 
OF EDUCATION; ALSO TEACHES READING TO SOME 100 ADULTS. 

4. EXTREMELY HOSPITABLE RAF COMMANDER, GROUP CAPTAIN JAMES 
BYARD, OFFERED SOME COMMENTS, LUNCHEON AND LOOK AROUND HIS 
FACILITY. B YARDWTV SSNINE-MONTH MASIRAH TOUR (STANDARD LENGTH 
FOR ALL RAF PERSONNEL) IS JUST UNDERWAY AND HE SEEMED UNCOM- 
FORTABLE AT THOUGHT HE IS LIKELY TO PRESDIDE OVER NOTICEABLE 
RUNDOWN IN ACTIVITY AND DECREASE IN PERSONNEL ASSIGNED. HE 
AVOIDED GIVING SPECIFICS ON AIRCRAFT MOVEMENTS. THOUGH CON- 
FIRMING TREND IS DOWNWARD WITH LITTLE CHANCE OF BEING ARRESTED. 
HE WAS A BIT APPREHENSIVE LONDON IN ITS HURRY TO CUT EXPENSES 
WOULD BE TOO 

HASTY TO WITHDRAW LARGE CHUNKS OF BASE PERSONNEL 
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ON "ONE FOR ONE" BASIS AS FLIGHT MOVEMENTS DECLINE, LEAVING 
TOO FEW TO HANDLE THE FINAL STAGES. BYARD STATEDTHAT ALL POL 
SUPPLIES COME IN BY SEA THREE TIMES YEARLY. TIMED TO AVOID 
JUNE-AUGUST PERIOD WHEN HEAVY SEAS MAKE ACCESS TOO HAZARDOUS. 
UNLOADING IS DONE INTO A SUBMARINE PIPELINE TERMINAL A MILE 
AT SEA, FEEDING INTO STORAGE TANKS ON THE BASE. ASKED IF US 
MILITARY AIRCRAFT ARE CURRENTLY MAKING ANY USE WHATEVER OF 
MASIRAH BASE, DYARD SAID HE KNEW OF NONE AT ALL IN 1975. 
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AMBASSADOR TOLD HIM USG HAS REACHED NO CONCLUSIONS ABOUT ITS 
FUTURE INTEREST IN MASIRAH AND THAT THIS QUESTION IS INACTIVE 
AT PRESENT. BYARD’S CONDUCTED TOUR OF BASE INCLUDED LOOK 
INTO CONTROL TOWER (THE ONLY AIR-CONDITIONED PART OF HIS TINY 
DOMAIN) AND ALSO A DRIVE PAST BBC'S EASTERN RELAY STATION 
WHICH IS SELF-CONTAINED FACILITY OUTSIDE NORTHEAST FRINGE OF 
RAF BASE. 

5. MASIRAH OFFERS ITS OMANI INHABITANTS LITTLE OTHER THAN 
FRESH AIR, HOT SUNSHINE (THOUGH DUE TO PREVAILING BREEZES 

THE CLIMATE APPARENTLY IS BETTER THAN ON THE MAINLAND) AND THE 
SEA ITSELF. FOR RAF PERSONNEL, WHO DO UNACCOMPANIED TOURS, 
THERE IS GREATER VARIETY INCLUDING REGULAR MOVIES, A TWO- 
HORSE RIDING CLUB AND A THREE SAILBOAT YACHT CLUB TO OCCUPY 
OFF-HOURS. HOWEVER YOU SLICE IT, ISOLATION IS THE DOMINANT 
FEATURE WITH GREENERY NON-EXISTENT. 

WOLLE 
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